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PREFACE 



This monograph is a detailed study of discipline in .the Communist 
Party in the United States during its 36-year history, 1919-1955. 

Part I shows the general nature and meaning of Communist disci- 
pline; Part n enumerates the .factors contributing to the acceptance of this 
discipline by members of the Communist Partyj and Part m describes the 
techniques utilized by the Communist Party, USA, to enforce discipline in 
its ranks^ 

This monograph has. been compiled from both public and confi- 
dential sources^ The public sources are identified in the back of this monograph, 
while the confidential sources have been retained by this Bureau. 



CONFIDENTIAL- 



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 



A. Smnmary 

In all non-Communist countries, the Communists are at a 
distinct disadvantage as compared with the non-Communists in terms of man 
power and resources. As a minority group, the Communists have sought to 
overcome this handicap in actual power pbtential by superior execution, by a 
skillful concentration of their forces, by a carefully planned effort to weaken 
and destroy the unity of non-Communist f orces> and^ above ally by superior 
organization^ co-ordination and disciplinei^ 

Of thesey ndiie is more important to Communists than disci- 
pline* The v^ry complexity and variety of the Communist apparatus require 
strict discipline— bordering on military discipline^-to hold it tqgether. The 
absolute necessity for tight discipline has beeji emphasized time and again by 
Lenin, Stalin and American Communist leaders throughout the entire life of 
the Communist nioyemeni, 
B; Conclusions 

li Discipline is the iron core of Communism, for without severe, 
almost military, standards of discipline, the Communists could 
neyer have preserved their organization, or achieved their 
' successes throv^h the years, 

2. Communist discipline is based on the conviction that unity of 
will and action can only be accomplished if all members of the 
Parjty act as one. 



3. The principles of criticism and self-criticism and of democratic 
centralism are methods employed to insure total discipline and 
ideological unity within the Communist Party, 

4o Purges have always been used extensively by the Communist 

Party to "cleanse" its ranks of what are regarded, for one reason 
or another, as undesirables, and thus to hammer into shape a 
dedicated, steeled, disciplined group. 

5. The rigid selection and indoctrination of members, their com- 
plete insulation and absorption through involvement in Party 
activities, and the subtle use of loyalty and fear, tend to guarantee 
their submission to Party discipline. 

6. Vigilance in retaining the ideological and organizational purity 
and unity of the Communist Party is the principal function of 
the national, district and local review commissions. 

7. Any conduct or action considered detrimental or contrary to the 
best interests of the Communist Party— which can be and is 
freely interpreted— constitutes a breach of discipline. 

8. Breaches of discipline by individual Party members are punished 
by (a) censure, (b) removal frona responsible positions,, (c) 
dropping from membership, and (d) expulsion. 

9. Charges of violations of Party discipline which are preferred ■ 
against members are frequently completely fantastic and 
unsupportable by fact or logic. 

10. Most disciplinary hearings conducted in the Communist Party 
ignore or seldom abide by rules of evidence, crossrexaJnination 
bf witnesses andi other legpl niceties, or ev^ fair play. 

11. Members who are disciplined by the Com^iunist Party find it 
almost futile and useless to appeal their cases to Mgher Party 
authorities. 
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12. Over the years^ factionalism has been the main reason for 
expulsion; since 1948^ white chauvinism has also been the 
cause for many expulsions^ 

13 • Deviationism-^diff ering with the Party line either to the left 
or to the right, or disagreeing with the leadership— is viewed 
by the Communist Party as the source of factionalism. 

14o The Communist Party is extremely harsh and merciless in its 
condemnation and treatment of members who have been expelled^ 
or dropped, or have withdrawn from the Party. 
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L NATURE Am MEANING OF COMMUNIST DISCIPLINE 
A. Concept and Basis 

"DisGipline4s an artificial bond, " Lord Jloberts told the House 
of Lords in 1914, 'tforgedlor the^ purpose-of converting, an unorganised col- 
lectidn of men- inta an organized body,, amenable to authorify^." It is a bond 
•wMch ^'tends to-gall the-wearer and to repress Ms individuality, when first 
submitted to, but -which gradually becomes a source of pride and satisfaction 
as he realizes the necessity for it and the cumiriative strength it affords, " ^ 

The. Communist concept of discipline means the willing, volun- 
tary assumption by members of the Communist Party of duties and responsi- 
bilities which they regard as being in the interest of the claS£ stru^le— the 
fight for class liberation. M ishort, it means the absolute submission and 
obedience to Parly orders and instructions for the sake of the aver-'aU objective. 

The basis of Communist discipline vis& de^ly explained in 

1935 by J. Petei*s, a representative of the Communist Ihtemational* in the 

United States before World War II and an authority on Communist Party organic 

zation, in a manual he prepared on Communist Party organizations 

♦The. Communist International, commonly known as the Comintern or "Co L.^ " 
was the co-ordinating body of the international Communist movement from 
1919 until its dissolution in 1943. 



"Party discipline is based upon the class- 
consciousness of its members; upon the conviction 
that without the minority accepting and carrying out 
the decisions of the majority, without the subordina- 

^ tion of the lower Party organizations to the higher 

committees, there can be no strong, solid, steeled 
Party able to lead the proletariat. This discipline 

* is based upon the acceptance of the C. I. and the 

Party program and in the confidence of the member- 
ship in the Communist International and in the Central 
Committee^ "2 

Communist discipline does not embrace merely local, sectional, 
regional^ district or national areasj it is international, extending throughout 
the world. Communist discipline does not. merely apply to individuals but 
encompassed organizations as well. Communist Parties and individuals alike 
are subject to the inexorable tentacles of Communist discipline. The object 
is to have a common discipline of individual wills and a common discipline of 
collective wills bound tightly to common leadership on a world ba^is. 

This was expressed in the program adopted by the Communist 
International ai. its Sixth World Cojigress in Moscow in 1928. According to 
^ this program^ "the successful struggle of the Communist International for the 

dictatorship of the proletariat presupposes the existence in every country of 
a compact Communist Party, hardened in the struggle, disciplined, centralized 
and closely linked up with the masses. "^ 
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The existence of international discipline to further the mutu- 
ality of interests of Communist Parties everywhere was indicated by Georgia 
DimitroflE, onetime general secretary of the Communist International: 

"In the revolutionary section of the world proletariat a 
common international discipline prevails. The actions of the 
Bolshevik Party of the Soviet Union correspond to the interests 
of the toilers of France^ as well as of Germany, America and 
other countries. And what the French, English, American, 
Japanese or Chinese Communists undertake to do is never in 
contradictipn to the interests of the Soviet Uniouo " 4 

Bo Need and Importance 

By their qwn admission, the Conimimists are frequently at a 
distinct disadvantage as compared to the non-Communists in man power and 
resourceso Like all minority groups, the Communists have sought to over- 
come this handicap in actual power potential by superior execution, by a 
skilli^ concentration of their forces, by a carefully planned effort to weaken 
and destroy the unity of non-Communist forces and, above all, by superior 
organization, co-ordination and disciplineo 

"No revolutionary organization, " Lenin admonished his 

followers, "has ever, or can ever, base itself on brbad democracy, however 

much it may desire to!" ^ Instead, as in every army, it must be based on 

disciplinoo Discipline, the foundation of armies, is the iron core of Com- 

munism. Without seyere standards of discipline, the Communists would never 
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have- won their successes.- "Certainly, nearly-everyone now realises, " 
wrote Lemn in 1920, "that ae-BolshevaJffi- coi^ld- not have -maintained them- 
selves in power for two and a half-years, and not -even for two and a half 
months j- without the-strietest-discipMne,- truly iron diseipline dn our Party. . . " ' 

Lenin, -in fact, suggested that the Communist movement has 
an even -greater need for discipline than a^-regular military command, since 
the latter usually functions as a compact unit which is more or less isolated 
and insulated Irom the enemy by its own front lines, - whereas Communist 
» {orces are highly dispersed and are literally surrounded on all sides by enemy 
elements and by enemy props^anda. 

- In all. history there Ms never been a political group approaching 
the Communist Party in complexity and variety of organization and operation. 
Even if discipline were not required ior the armed conquest of power, the 
very complexity and variety of the Communist apparatus require tight disM- 
pline to hold it together. 

Stalin echoed Lenin's views by emphasizing that "the Com- 
munist Party can discharge, its duty only if it is organised with i^e highest 
degree of centralisation, ruled by iron discipline bordering on military disci-r 
pline..."8 
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The importaace which Communists attach to discipline is 

graphically detailed by Jo Peterss 

o o without discipline there is no unity of willj no unity of 
actiono Our Party is the organized and most advanced 
section of the working clasSo The Party is the vanguard 
of the proletariat in the class waro In this class war there 
is the capitalist class with its henchmen and helpers^, the , 
reformist leaders^ on one side^ and the working class and 
its allies, on the othero The class war is bittero The enemy 
is powerful; it has all the means of deceit and suppression 
(armed forces, militia, police, courts^ movies^ radio^ 
press, schools, churches, etCo )o In order to combat and 
defeat this powerful enemy, the ariny of the proletariat 
must haye a highly skilled, trained General Staff (the 
Communist Party) ^ which is united in action and has one 
will. How can an army fight against the army of the 
enemy i£ every soldier in the army is allowed to question 
and even disobey orders of his superior officers? What 
would happen in a war if ^ for example, the General Staff 
orders an attack, and one. section of the army decides to 
obey and go into battle; another thinks that it is wrong to 
attack the enemy at this time and stays away from the 
battle; and a third section decides to quit the trenches and 
retreat to another position instead of going forward?" 

O O O 0 o o o 

"Our Party cannot lead the masses if there is hot 
imity in actiono Unity of will and action can be achieved 
only if all the memberjg of the Party act as one— are disci- 
plinedo E each Party member should decide which decision 
of the Party he wanted to carry out; if each member would 
carry out only those decisions which he liked and ignored 
those with which he disagreed, it would be impossible to 
lead the masses in the struggle against capitalismo An 
army with that kind of leadership would be defeated. " 9 
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C. Criticism and Self -Criticism 

Criticism and self-criticism play a large role in the Com- 
munist movement. The idea of such criticism is raised to a basic organi- 
zational principle, and ability to engage in it is a much glorified trait of the 
"bolshevik man, " It takes the place, in Communist organizations, of dis- 
cussion in non-Communist organizations. 

According to Stalin, criticism and self-criticism mean that 
"the Bolsheviks are in duty bound not to gloss over their mistakes, not to 
dodge the question of their mistakes, as often happens with us, but honestly 
.and openly to a^it their mistakes, honestly and openly to indicate the way 
of correcting, these mistakes, lionestly and openly to correct them. " 10 

In theory, this means that all mistakes or errors committed 
by individual Communists:, by units of the Party, or by ti^e entire Party itsolf, 
must be analyzed and acted upon by the Party as a whole. This form of self- 
criticism seeks to establish a correct attitude toward mistakes for the 
purpose of drawing lessons from and benefiting by them. It is intended to 
be a cold, objective, relentless, realistic and constant examination of 
shortcomings and failures so as to correct and avoid the same in the future. 
As a corollary of this idea of self-criticism, any fear, dislike or unwillingness 
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to criticize because of kindness or friendship is strongly condemned as 
sloppy "bourgeois sentimentality" and weakness. 

As in so many other instances, what Communists mean by 
freedom of criticism is the exact opposite of the meaning as interpreted by 
noh-Communists.. in the United States, any system of thought, any body of 
principles," any course of action, or any person or group of persons can be 
criticized to the very roots. This is not true of the Communists^ They are 
not free to criticize any of the basic principles of their theory or the appli- 
cation of this theojy by the Party and its leaders once a decision^ has been 
made. Their freedom of thought, expression, criticism and action is very 
much limited to certain nonessentials or secondary issuer in Communism, 
or to the opposition.. 

The basic principles and precepts of the Communist move- 
ment cannot be questioned as, for example^ the correctness of the revolu- 
tionary theory of the necessity for the forceful overthrow of capitalism, or 
the Tightness of the revolutionary theory of the class struggle laid down by 
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Staliiij or the political correctness of the decisions, 
resolutions and program of the Party's national convention or national 
committee^ 



The purpose and utility of seM-CTiticisBarfeus-been well defined 
by Lduis -F. Budenz, former managing editor of the Daily^Worker^ ^and a one- 
time prominent Communist: 

"SeK-criticisnio . . is most useful when a change in the 
Une occurs, Then, ~even-though the leading comrades, at 
leastj-aM-know- that the-change-has- beendietated-by Moscow^ 
everyone-heaps abuse- on-himself -foy his- mistakes and remiss- 
ness in -carrying out -the previous lineo Whether -in accepting 
the Hitler-Stalin pact or doing-a quiGk aboutfaee on the 'peace 
for generations' propaganda, in- accordanee^ith the-Duclos 
letter of 1945, they- always- blame themselves. It4s an amazing 
psychological exhibition. But there is method in this madness* . . ; 
for by having the individual Red blame himself for the change 
in line, the party itself is protected from' criticism. '* 

Some degree of criticism is permissible within the Communist 
Party, but on two conditions: (1) the criticism must be criticism of the Party 
in general, and not so formulated as to constitute an attack on the central 
leadership; (2) the criticism must not be organized, that is, there must be 
no factions or opposition press. 

During the 1930' s, when Stalin's cohorjts eommenced..to 
indulge in "Bolshevik self-criticism" by criticizing Stalin's administraltion, 
they were promptly denounced as counterrevolutionary plotters and traitors 
and finally purged. Thus, when criticism was cUrected toward the Stalin . 
regime, its meaning changed at once; it was no longer constructive but was 
destructive and treasonable. 
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Thr-ee purposes^i'least are ^e^ved by ihi& indulgence in 
criticism and- self-criticism, according to Budenz. First,- when a great 
einergency arises-and a sharp- change in-the -Mne-is made, the Gommunists 
literally'>^"~wallo.w" iH-seM-Grit;iei,sm in order to assure complete siibmission 
to the -sharp change^ that- has been ordered from Moscow?* - ThereBy, they 
obscure by means of ^a peculiar psychological -prqeesg-ihe-patent fact that 
the change has been-made solely-because it complies -with the Kremlin's 

and wish. By placing upon-themselvies the- blame for- weaknesses in the 
execution of the last linOj the one that has been jcejected-or changed, they 
seek .to prepare a-way- for an>e^lanation of-the new line as- having arisen from 
their own activities. Each. Communist, in engaging in these mental gyia- 
nasties., is fully aware that the new -line, jko which h^ is sid^scribin|.has been 
ordered by Moscow and is in accordance with new policies of the Kremlin, 
• and that the switch of- his respective Party is being made at tiie-same time 
that Soviet tactics: are feeing switched. 

Nothing points up this first purpose of self-criticism better 
than the flood of maudlin self-denunciation which occurred during th,e period 
which led to the ouster in the Summer of 1945 of Earl Browder as- head of the 
American Communist Party. The self-criticism of that era became contagious 



with eaeh of the top- national leaders seemingly striving to outdo the others 
in confessing that he was a -dolt and a dupe^ 

A good-example-wa& RQy Hndson, then a top nationaL figure 
in the Cdmmimist Party. At a meeting of-the national committee in June4945, 
Hudson affirmed that he had an ''inadequate-grasp of Marxism" and that he 
had aiways deferred :to what he thought- were--Browd^r*;? ^^great6r ability, 
superior experience and mastery- of Marxism. " He further asserted that 
for years "every instinct" in him "rebelled" at certain methods of leader- 
ship which, he now ruefuHy admitted, had >)eea burea]iicratic and .autocratic. 

Another pui^os^ oi criticism and self-criticism, Said Btidenz, 
is^ to establish complete ideolo^bal unity within the Communist ranks. By 
his constant reiteration l^at he will guard gainst all weaknesses impairing 
execution of the line, the Communist conditions himself tath^ acceptance 
of any zigzag in policy that may foe required of him. This practice, repeated 
throughout every branch and hi^er organ, of the Party, makeiS certain that 
th€! maximum of siibmission to the line and to any futjire line will be attained. 

Third, criticism and self-criticism give that "thrust fosrward?* 
which enabj.es the Commmiist inachine to put redoubled energy into its 
e^prts and to stimulate added fanaticism and vigor in the individual Com- 
munist. Even though every Communist does not respond to criticism and 
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self-crit-ieism- in the- same mannep,-'the -practice-incpeases-the iran disci- 
pUne^ -assHres-eomplete ^omfoFmily to the EreioHii'fi viWl amd^esta|)lishes 
a condition whereby any questioning of- %e -line is looked upon as-treason. 

Climaxing self°CFitiei&m in ^mes of emergeney or crisis is 
the process knoipL as the "Bolshevlzation- of the Party. " This- means the 
:jsteeiing -.and retraining of ihe individual Gommunist. "Bolshevissation of the 
- Party" is: achieved by Mnding-the individual Communist in loyaity to the 
Soviet -Union and- ta the Soviet leaders^ and -through an insistence upon the 
rereading of the -works of Marx, Engels, -Lenin and Stalin. K is -an intensive 
method of bringing about complete discipline and ideological unanimity within 
.the Party, thus equipping it to. stand the shocks, to which it is periodically 
subjected. 

Do Xjemoci'atic Centralism 

The Communist movement' s recognitioE of the needier a 
completely integrated and disciplined organlzatiph on an international scale 
can be seen from even a casual review of the various statements issued J^y 
the Third Qommuniist International whiph was established in 1919. Of par- 
ticular significance was the resolution adopted by the Second World Congress 
of this International held in Moscow in tdZQ which laid dawn a set of '^conc^tions 



- 11 - 



of alfiliation" for any Commumst-Paity -mt^ested in joining the Inter-national. 



Two of these- "conditions/-' are-espeeially-reyeaMagi 

"12. P^ties-belenging to the-Gommunisfc International 
must be built up on the-prineiple-ctf-democrafeic centeglism. 
At. the present time-of acute eivii war, the Gommunist Party 
will only be able fully to do its dtsfey when-it is organised in 
the^ most centralized manner, -if it has ir-on discipline, bor- ' 
dering on military* discipline, and if the Party center is a 
powerful, authoritative organ with wide powers, possessing 
the general -trust of the party membership. " 



"16. All decisions of the Congresses of the Commu- 
nist-International-, as- well-as. 'tiie -decisions-of its Executive 
Committee, are binding on.^1 parties affiliated to. tjie Comr 
munist Mernational. The Communist Iiitematipoal, operajting v 
in the midst of most acute .civil war, must have a far more , 
centralized form of organization than that 0>f the Second 
International. ..." (Underscored word italicized in original). *^ 

Although Communist diiSciplinary principles recognize the 
necessity for the discussion of differences that must accompany any major 
decision, "the discussion of controversial questions, " said Xienin, "is per- 
missible only up to the moment that they are decided. After these questions 
have been decided by the leading organs of the Party conferences or con- 
gresses, these decisions must be carried out without any reservation, ^ven 
if a given number, or a whole organization, does not i^ee with the decision. " 
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Stalin voicedl the same views when-he wrote: 

. . iron diseipline does not preclude- but presiQ)poses 
conscious and voluntary siibmissionj for only conscious 
discipline can be truly iron discipline. But after a contest 
of opinion has been closed, after criticism has been exhausted 
and a decision has been arrived at, unity of -will and unity 
of action of all Party members are the necessary conditions 
without which neither Party unity nor iron discipline in the 
Party is cQncelyable, " J-^ 

The Communist Party is not a debating society^ declared 
Betty Gannett, when she was assistant organization secretary of the Commu- 
nist Party, USA: 

■' "... It cannot endlessly debate questionSo Onqe the 
discussions aire ended, once the majority has arrived at 
a decision, there exists but one rule for Communists-- 
to carry out the decision made by the majority. * . . " 



"Imagine, if you can, the consequences if each 
Communist should decide which decision he wanted to carry 
out and which he wanted to ig-nore. Imagine further that 
©very Communist club when it disagreed with a decision, 
would decide to do Just the opposite. Or, imagine that the 
Communist Party consisted of different groups and factions, 
each pursuing different policies and offering different 
solutions to problems faced by the workers. You. can see 
how the Communist Party would be torn asunder in a 
thousand different directions, and that it could never aichieve, 
under such circimistances, that unity of will and action which 
is its fundamental strength. "16 



- 13 - 



The system of democratic centralism, according to Earl 
Browder> former general secretary of the Communist Party, USA, achieves 
"a united parity, motivated by a uniform strategy and tactic, uniting tens 
of thousands of wills into a single will, concentrating into one great pro^ 
letarian fist that multitude of individual forces that would otherwise cancel 
one another by disunity and confusion. " 1*? 

Most of the ten constitutions— including the current one— 
which have be^n adopted at various times by the Communist Party in the 
United States since its founding in 1919,, have had incorporated in them 
provisions to the effect that the Party is built on and abides by the principle 
of democratic centralism. 

Democratic centralism as it has prevailed at plenums or 
enlarged meetings of the national committee of the Communist Party, USA, 
begins with an extensive jand lengthy main report by the general secretary, 
outlining in detail the Party's policy and program for the coming period of 
time. This consumes from two lo four hours. Thereafter each member 
of the national committee arises and expresses complete agreement with 
the r eport,^ The chorus of approval continues for some three day^ without 
letup, the district organizers who direct the work in the various states 
joining in the unanimous assentt 
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- The eoncljisioii~Gf the-meeting eomes- with-summary remarks 
either the general-seeretary or the natiOHal ehau?maa. This smnmary 
and the original report are then unanimously adopted as the basis for work. 
The^distriet orgaBizers^a baek^to-their -states to-repeat the same perform- 
ance^ reading the general secretary's, report, whieh is. greeted with unani- 
mpns approval-by ihe county and- section organiz^ers-and other local Com- 
munists. Those functionaries then bring .the report down to the counties 
and sections an4 thence down tp the clubs, with unanimous votes greeting 
the report all the way. 

In View of the manner in whiah demoeratiG centralism is 
practiced in the Communist Party, it is no wonder that one top-ranking 
American Communist off ieial is alleged, to have pjice facetiously charac- 
terized democratic centralism as ^*aU centralism and not in any way 
democratic. " 

Actually, the ordinary Party member rarely ever has the 
opportunity to discuss proposed, changes in policy before they are decided 
upon by the national leaders. The average member is unable to influence 
policy for the simple reason that he is kept in ignorance of it except in 
va^e and generalized terms. Important changes in Party policy are hot 
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4ebatedi- They- are-handed down. Once-promulgated,- the line is not even 
theoretiGally-opentadehate-l}y-Party-member&> 

So-ealled disens&ions- '-'among the- entire membership" 
without faGtional meetings,-".platfor?ns-dt' filiates of -candidates in effect 
eliminatesr'the-^pojssibility of- deyeloping -new- centers of power within the 
ranks, thereby guaranteeing .the continued dominance (if -fee- existing leader- 
ship.- As a matter of actual practice, democratic centralism has resulted 
in the most rigid dictatorjship-which controls eyety Communist Party in 
fee- world- as well- as Soviet Russia-itseM. it is« a deceptive facade conceatling, 
vicious, ruthlesiSj arbitrary autiiority. The tw& terms, "democratic" dtid 
. "eentraUsm^' -as weldied together- in-one phrase by Gojnmunists are incon- 
gruous, it atmounts ta saying "democratic dictatorship, " which is a patent 
absurdity. 
E. Purges ' 

The purge is a notorious characteristic oi the :eomin|ihist 
movemient everywhere. The Communists themselves have made no etfort 
ta conceal this fact. Party textbooks frankly acknowle(^e that th^ puiging, 
or "cleansing, " of Communist ranks is an established practice )50th iii the 
USSR and elsewhere. The History of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
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Union (Bolsheviks) ^ which is the official history of the Communist movement 
in Russia, is replete from beginning to end with references to the "cleansing" 
of various "dissident, " "wavering" or "opportunist'^ elements from the ranks 
of the Bolshevik Party and the purging of "Mensheviks, " "Trotskyites, " 
"Right Opportunists, " "Populists, " "Social Revolutionaries" and otherSo 18 

Communists believe that purging undesirable persons from 
their Party is a very necessary and justifiable procedure. By purging, 
Cbmmimists mean expelling, prosecuting, and jailing or executing all 
members of the Party or persons who in any manner come under its control 
and have failed to conform completely and obediently to established Party 
principles and practiceiSo No deviation from the rigid Communist formi^la 
is allowedo To deviate invites purgingo In Communist-r.uled countriesj, to 
be purged quite frequently means to be executedp Communists feel that, 
though, purging may cause fewer Gommiihists to exist at a givgn tinae^ those 
remaining wHl be better CommunistSo 

Lenin was a firm advocate of purgeSo "If we really succeedo , • 

in purging our Party f rona top to bottom, 'without respect for persons, ' the 

gains for the revolution will really be enormous* , o . " He also added, "The 

fact that we shall purge the Party of a couple of hundred thousand will be 

useful, but this is only a tiny fraction of what we must dOo . • • 19 
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Stalin likewii^e contended that the Party was strengthened 

by purges: 

o o Our Party could not haye come out onto the high 
roadj it could not have seized power and organised the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, it could not have emerged 
victorious from the civil war, if it had had within its 
ranks people like Martov and Dan, Potresov arid Axelrod. 
Our Party succeeded in creating true unity and greater 
cohesion in its ranks than ever before, mainly because 
it undertook in time to purge itself of opportunist pol- 
lution and expelled the liquidators and Mensheviks from 
* its rankSo The proletarian parties develop and become 
strong by purging themselves of opportunists and reformists, 
spcial-impferialists and social-chauvinists, social-patriots 
and social -pacifistSo The Party becomes strong by ridding 
itself of opportimist elements. " 20 

William Zo Foster, currently national chairman of the Com- 
munist Party, USA, is in agreement with both Lenin and Stalin on this score: 

"Communist parties, in line with Lenin^si teachings, 
also constantly strengthen the fiber of their organization 
by cleansing their ranks of elements that have become con- 
fused, corrupted, worn-out, or defeated in the hard and. 
complex struggle to biuld the forces of socialism in the 
face of a still powerful and militant caLpitalismo , o o The life 
of the great Communist Party of the Soviet Union, for 
example, has been marked by the sloughing off of. many 
useless or alien elements, who have been weighed and found 
wanting during the course of the hard struggle to build 
socialismo Communist parties in other coxmtries have had 
similar purifying experienceSo Nor has the Communist 
Party in the United States been an exception to the rule— 
we, too, have had alien elements in our ranks who, surrendering 
to the powerful pressures of American capitalism, took an 
anti-Communist line and found theinselves outside the party* 21 
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PitFges have-been used in the USSR anid in its satellite 
GOuntFies over %he- years- P5imar.ily as.- a -meansf. of eoosoMdaMng power. 
The famous purge '^trials" of the 1930*s in Russia- represent one of the 
most thorough exterminations of political opponents ever attempted. A 
semblance of legality was-accbrded these purges. The defendants, were 
accused of being traitoja, - enemies of~the state^ -renegades, or some other 
odious appellation. There were so-called "trials, " "witnesses" and 
•'confessions" of guilt.- Those purged were either executed, ejdled, im- 
prisoned or placed in forced labor camps. Thousands of. Gpmmunist leaders, 
among .them the most devout and ohce most trusted, were purged during 
.this period. Its immediate purpose was to' give the Stalinists absolute con- 
trol of the Communist l^arty and the Soviet Ctovertiment, the Rjed-Army and 
the secret police. . .. s 

In Communist- rided countries, those found "guilty" ire' 
generally sentenced ta death. Since American Communists cannot exact 
the death penalty, they must be content to resort to. demotion, expidsion, 
scorn, ridicule and character-assassination. 

Inner- Parly feiids intbe American Communist Party have 
been conducted under the guise of ideological .struggles, with the victorious: 
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leader boasting of giving the Party true Mar:nst-Leninist direction and at 
the same time denouncing the loser for his deyiationism or factionalism. 

In addition to facilitating the elimination of political rivals, 
purges are also employed to punish those who fail to correctly interpret 
and apply the "infallible science" of Marxism^Lenimsm to any given event 
or situation^ and to discipline those who dissent or deviate from accepted 
Communist theoretical principles or the current Party line.. In ey.ery 
failure or bacMiring of a program or policy in Gommunist-ruled countries 
or in Communist Parties in non-Communist countries, there is need to 
blame someone as a scapegoat for thei lack of success. 

In the Communist Par.ty in the United States* whenever a 
program, or line comes to naught and a change is made, there is a complete 
ransacking of the reputation and record of every member of any consequence 
to ascertajii whether he or- she has conformed to the new turn. It is a 
miniature imitation of the Russian purgesj for the persons who do not 
receive a clean bill of health, it may mean expulsion, abuse and name- 
calling.. 

The purge of a top Communist leader in any country— 
including the United States— invariably sets off a chain reaction of qther 
"liquidations" or expulsions involving scores or hundreds of persons 
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suspected of- having, supported or sjrmpathized with the former leader. 
Almost -Without ekeeptidn, -everyone who ha0-ever -been .associated with 
the deposed leader, no matter how tenuous the connection might be and 
without i?eg^d: to time or circumstance,- can-expect, to be classed as 
"politicaily unreliable"- and purged in one way or another. 

Thus, through the process of purges, ^l^ere is hammered 
into, shape a. steeled, disciplined- group which has relinquished aU 
independetice of thought or action to Moscow and which is subject comjpletely 
to the Win and the whim of the Soviet rulers. ~ 
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IL FACTORS.CONTRIBUTINa TO ACCEPTANCE OF DISCIPLINE 



A. Selection and JhdoctginatiQa 

While the Commumst- Painty in the United States declares 
repeatedly iJiat it wishes to become a- '^mass Party, " this is not to be 
understood in the literal sense that it hopes eventually envelop millions 
of miembers within its ranks. The Communists do not want the Communist 
Party to become so large that it becomes- unwieldy, -Rather, they indicate 
a preference for having the control of the Party rest-in -the hands of a small, 
select, tried, trusted and highly disciplined group of revolutionarieSo They 
actually do not, seek quantity but quality, Quaiily, from a Gommunii^t view- 
point, is the abilily to. observe Bolshevik discipline and to execute faithfuliy 
orders from Moscbw. 

Member'ship in Communist parties everywhere has always heen 
highly selecti^i^ and exdlusive, and is restricted and iimited to those who 
pass its rigid membership requy?ements. In What, Is to Be Done? ^ Leniis; 
outlined his Conception of the exClusiveEeiSs of the Cbmmutiist Party by 
observing that , . the more we confine t he membership of such an organi- 
zation to people who are. professionally engaged in revolutionary activity 
and who have been profesjsionally trained in the art of combating the political 
police; the more difficult will it be to wipe out such an organization, i, . . " 
(Underscored word italicized in original) 
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For this reason, the Communist Party, USA, has always 
exercised caution and care in its selection of new members. Since assuming 
a largely underground status beginning in 1947-1948, the Party has been 
doubly circximspect in recruiting new members and in reactivating old ones. 

New members, of course, have to be indoctrinated and trained 
in order that they may be molded into complete Communists. Through indoc- 
trination, Conamunist ideology so impresses itself upon the minds of those 
who embrace Communism that, regardless of th^ir origins and differences, 
they think arid react alike. IdeolQgy is, therefore, the starting point of 
Communism, its foundation, for without Communist ideology there could be 
no Communist organization. The indoctrination and training of the Com- 
' munist i$, above all, the development of a steeled personality, one which 
at the same time is completely subordinated to the interests and decisions 
of the Party, 

The Party assigns top priority to homogeneity and cohesion, 
and in this W3.y facilitates total submission. The perfectly trained Commu- 
nist can be counted on for automatic obedience; and the task of the Party's 
leaders and teachers is to produce him. 

Bella V. Dodd, who was formerly a member of the national 

committee and the New York State committee of the Communist Party, tells 

how indoctrination made her a full-fledged Communist: 
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"o . o I accepted disclpline-and attended ineetingSo I gave 
a full measisr© of devotion to Papfy w^rks, and I felt a 
deep attachment-and loyalty ta the people in its ranks. 
I considered myself as part of a group looking and driving 
toward the- day when socialism, would triumph. 

"Even-more signfcf icant Wiws fkie fact that I had 
made their hates my-hatesa IMs was what established me 
as a full-fledged Communisti In the long ago I had been 
unable to hate anyone; I suffered desperately when someone 
was mistreated; I was regarded as a-peaeemalE^ih Now, 
little by- little,- 1 had acquired a whole mass of people to 
hate: the groups and individuals who fought the Party. 
How it came about I cannot tell. Ail I know as I look 
back-ta that time is that my mind had respMed to 
Marxist conditioning. For it is a fact, true and terrible, 
that the Party establishes such authority over its mem- 
bers that it can swing their emotaons now for and now against 
the same person or issue, It claims such sovereignty 
even over conscience aiS to dictate when it shall hate* " 23. 

Once within the Commisnist movement, the Communist is 
gradually convertect into a distinctive, dedicated man. Genuine Commu- 
nists regard themselves as being people of a "special mold, " people who 
have uncommon vision, courage, discipline, industry, and a seH-sacri- 
ficial spirit which non-Communiats dp not have. Th6y think ;of themselves 
as being militant members; of a great world-wide, crusading army designed 
to shatter into bits the old world and build a hew world, which wiCt be free 
froni the social and economic evils and ills of the past. They regard them- 
selves as people having a "rendezvous with destiny, " people who -are 
"riding the wave of the future. "' 
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The Communists* estimates of themselves are not modest, 
as is evident in this statement of Stalin: 

'*We Communists are people of a speeial mould. 

We- are made of special materialo We are those who 
comprise the army of the great proletarian strategist^, 
the army of Comrade Lenin^ There is nothing higher 
than the honour to belong to this army. ..." 24 

The Communist is taught that insubordination strikes at the 
root of all discipline, completely destroys the value of his training, and 
renders Mm unfit ta serve the cause. It is exactly for these reasons that 
the institution of conscious, iron discipline is the heart and core of the 
entire Communist indoctrination program.. Communists know that battles, 
"whether political or military, are not won because one side is composed pf 
superior men ivhile the ranks of the other are filled, with weaklings. All else 
being equal, victory comes to the meji who are animated by a superior deter- 
mination traceablfe to concrete causes. Of these causea, none is more 
important thau the organized efficiency made possible by strict discipline. 
B. fasulation and Abgorptiph 

Insulation and absorption tend to insure submission to iron . 
discipline and thus to transform Communists into "soldiers of the revolu- 
tion. " Insulation and absorption are reciprocal, since insulation frees the 
individual for fuller absorption and the process of absorption aids insulation. 
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The prohibition of personal or political relations with enemies of the 
Party — expressly included in the present constitution— is a measure 
of enforcing insulation from relatives and friends who might have a 
corrupting influence. The emphasis today on illegal work creates a 
conspiratorial atmosphere; this has the dual consequence of disinte- 
grating normal moral principles, thereby reducing inhibitions that might 
hamper manipulabillty, and of increasing the dangers, real or imagined, 
of leaving the Party, 

Absorption is accomplished by organizatipnal measures. 
The most, obvious is the sheer volume of activity which frequently con- 
sumes all the m^niber's available time, leaving little opportunity for 
thought beyond the moment, defining a way of life that is relinquished only 
with difficulty, and creating an immediate social context of Party affairs 
commanding the individual's entire span of attention. 

Benjamin Gitlow, who was a top national official cf the 

Comniimist Party, USA, until his expulsion in 1929, has described the 

complete absorption of a Communist's life in the movement: 

"The commimist lives in a social organization all* 
his own, which he holds above the social organization to 
which all other persons belong. His social organization is the 
movement, concretely the Party. Outside of the Party, out- 
side of tiie commimist movement, the communist has 
practically no social or personal life of his own. Whatever 
he. does centers in the Communist party organization. , , . " 
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"Practically every moment of a Party member^ s 
living day is spent in purposeful activity for the Communist 
party.. The average Party member carries on Party work 
in the neighborhood in which he lives, among the tenants 
in his house; at the shop or office he has special communist 
duties to perform. If he is a union member, he attends 
union meetings, " and Party faction meetings of the union to 
which he belongs. Most likely he is an officer and has 
additional responsibilities and meetings and conferences 
to take care of o After work he has Party meetings, con- 
ferences, demonstrations, picket lines to worry about. 
He also belongs to a communist fraternal organization, 
to a labor party, to a number of communist front organi- 
zations. To all he must give his time. Then, there is the 
Party school, cultural activities, lectures, dances, singing 
groups, dramatic groups in which he is active. Interspersed 
with all this activity are jsocial affairs, parties, cocktail 
parties, card parties, run by the Party organization 
directly and by hundreds of organizations which cluster 
like huge bunches of grapes around the Party .organization 
which acts as a powerful stem holding them all together. 
Lucky is the Party member who finds time to wipe his nose 
and catch more than three to four hours sleep a day. 

"The Party member is too busy to think; he is too 
excited^ too agitated. He keeps flitting about as the Party 
directs, at a feverish pace. He has no time to contemplate, 
to think or to worry about himseK. The Party winds him 
up and keeps, him going. Party life is hectic, but not dull. 
The Party member thrives on this activity. "25 

This high pitch of involvement gives the member a sense of 

meaningful activity- -he is made to feel that he is achieving something, 

rather than passively waiting for the millennium. The total assimilation 

of the individual into the Party creates for some a genuine selflessness, 
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conseeratiou and dedication. Complete -absorption minimizes the chances 
ior disaffeetiono It is. likewise a potent method of securing the subordina- 
tion of the individual to the Paarty and its leadership. 

Another type of disciplinary pressure applied on Communists 
is that of economic controL There is a special reason why the Communist 
Party enjoys a unique hold oyer paid leaders and functionaries: they are 
engaged in activities which have no counterpart in the ordinary civilian job 
marketo A man wha devotes ten or fifteen years of his life as a professional 
revolutionary has iriade an investment in a career which will support him . 
only ap long as he stays in the movement. There are no other places where 
he can market his acquired talentSo Communist leadgrs are utterly depend- 
ent for their livelihood on the continuance of the operations of the Communist 
Party. Few men, have the courage to quit a movement which does not pro- 
vide training for any other occupatipn and in which .membership may also 
prevent obtaining any other job. 
C. Loyalty and Fear 

The Communist lives in permanent revolt and anger against 
the injustice of the world around him^ declared Whittaker Chambers, who 
was once a member of the Communist Party: 
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. . But he^ will suffer almost-any degree of injustice^ 
stupidity and personal outrage from the party that he 
serves. He may fuss, whimper 5 harangue and even 
intrigue. But he will not aet openly against the authority 
of the party. For to da so. wojild be to breach discipline. 
And discipline is, not only, to this great secular faith, 
what discipline is to an army. It is also what piety is 
to a church. To a Communist, a deliberate breach of 
discipline is an act of blasphemy. Only aisi intolerable 
situation can make it possible or even imaginablOa " 26 

The member inside the Party, by accepting Party disci- 
, pline, forms habits of submission so ingrained, that he no longer thinks 
of resistance. Discipline requires him to merge his personality in the 
movement, to do. what he is ordered to do by the comrade above him. 
. Complete subordination of one^s will to the higher body, withput reserva- 
tipns, even if it results in one^s annihilation-<=-that is the essence of 
Communist Party discipline. 

A true Communist will work where the Party wishes him 
to veork. He will not leave an important field of work or area without Party 
sanction. One member was disciplined for wanting to leave the United 
States to work in Alaska. Another who expressed a desire to return to the 
farm was prevailed upon to remain in his job as a machinist in a vital 
industry. 
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Communists have- married and settled down on instructions 
from the Party ta the ef feet that such an act ^ould make them better mem- 
bers. Other members have- been required to break with husbands or wives 
who went over to the '^enemy. " One member, whose husband was a top 
Party functionary- but who was expelled for being anti- Party, -antil^adership 
and a f actionalist, chose to leave him and remain "true" to. the Party. 
Being a fanatical Communist, she later divorced her husband. 

Jacob Golos, an important figure in- the Communist un^der- 
ground in the United .States in the 1930' S; once told his associate, Elizabeth 
Bentley, that under Communist discipline, they were forbidden even to fall 
in love. ^'^ 

The ordinary Communist is drilled ceaselessly with the 
idea that the Party must penetrate every phase of his life. Not only that, 
but his own interest must be made secondary to. the interest of the Party. 
If a friend breaks away, the Party member must be the first to denounce 
him; if a spouse becomes disloyal to the Communists, the Party member 
must end the relationship. The friendships and social life oi the comrades, 
particularly as their years of membership lengthen, .must be subordinated 
to Party purposes. The Communist is not required to associate only with 
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Commimists, but he is expected to associate with non-Communists solely 
for the purpose of influencing them politically. Above all, he is prohibited 
from having anything to do in a friendly way with the Party's enemies. 

It is a prime requisite for a Communist to understand that 
he is serving Soviet Russia and no other nation or interest Never .does 
he express one word of reservation or criticism of the Soviet Government, 
its leaders or their decisions. Whatever they say or do is entirely proper 
and correct, and the United States can be right pnly by being in complete 
agreement with the Soviet Union. 

The Communist bureaucrat, equally with the rank-and-file 
Party member, dreads above all things the danger of getting out of step 
with the national leadership. His task is to carry out t^e orders he receives, . 
however foolish he may consider them and however little he may understand the 
reasons for them. No opportunity is offered for discussion, and thus, in 
tiiepry at least, the question of divided opinions does not arise. When, 
despite the elimination of nonconformists by means of successive purges, 
diverse views do appear, the dissidents are either brou^t into line or 
expelled; and what usually happens is that they are brought into line. 

Louis F. Budehz states that all the American Communist 
leaders with whom he became intimately acquainted had one common charac- 
teristic—they suffered from a form of fright. In off-the-record conferences 

- 31- 



and in private discussions, he said ttiis was very noticeable; "around each 
one of them there hung an atmosphere of mystery and suspicion, accom- 
panied by this stigmata of fear. " 28 

When Earl Browder was removed from the national leader- 
ship of the Communist Party, USA, in 1945, there was great consternation 
and dissatis.faction among the raink and file. Many members e^ressed a 
desire to leave the Party, but they are said to have remained in it because 
of the fear of being attacked in the Daily Worker * and losing their Jobs. 

The total commitment to the Party on the part of its mem- 
bers is emphasized by a denial of the right of vdluntary withdrawal. To 
leave the Party is not simply ta dissociate oneself from a program, but is 
regarded as desertion in battle, this calls, in non-Comiftunist countries, 
for the maximum penalty of expulsion, ostracism, economiq boycott and 
defamation by the Communist Party. 



*The Daily Worker is an east coast. Communist newspaper. 
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III. TECHNIQUES OF ENFORCING DISCIPLINE 

A. Party Vigilance 

The Communist Party is not the homogeneous group- it por- 
trays itself to be, for much mutual distrust and factionalism is manifested 
and widespread among members. The tradition of general wariness and 
(Suspicion is deep-seaited. No member actually trusts the other and he 
is $us|)icious €i everyone, including his closest friends and assrociates. 

Membefr$ are being informed on constantly. Each comrade 
is supposed to report anything that ;3eems at all questionable In another. 
Especially does this duty devolve on anyone, particularly active or in a 
position of importance or responsibility in the Party. 

Angela Calomiris, a former member of the Communist 

Party, has noted that often ah older Party member will flatter a suspected 

comrade by a,sking his candid opinion of a. policy under discussion. If he 

gives an unfavorable opinion, his remarks are reported to Party authorities. 

The s,ame provocative method of gathering evidence of Party disloyalty is 

more easily practiced by a. secret Communist since subtle discussions oh 

general topics can often trap a member into unorthodox sentiments he would 

haver express to a person he knew waB a fellow Communist. One of the 

Party's favorite checks is alleged to consist of getting a suspected comrade 
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to. fill out a number of different questionnais^es at different times, and if 
•they -do not agree on some detail, -the discrepancy is filed ior- future use 
against him. 

Gilbert Green, - a member of the national committee of the 

Communist Party, USA, who jumped his bail- in 1951 after being-Gpnvicted 

of violating the Smith Act of 1940, warned of the need for Party vigilance 

in a report he made to a plenum of the national committee of the . Communist 

Party, USA, in March, 1950: 

". . ; There ha& developed ]Hie petty-bourgeois notion that 
the political lives of people are separate from their personal 
liveSi ■ And so. we- do-not check on the person al-lives of our 
people, with the result that tMs weakness is also utilized, 
by the enemy. We must return to the old yardstick that an 
unstable person in, his or her personal Mfe, is .sooner or 
later going to shoY^ instability in his political life. -Had 
the Party leadership iti Pittsburgh paid close attention to 
the personal lives and behaviors of the Cvetics, had it 
known how they lived and how they made their living, what 
their background and friends were, when .and how and why 
they joined the Party-^-they never could have bored so 
deeply or for so long a period. For, they were living 
doiible lives which could stand no such close scrutiny. 

• '^As was pointed out with regard to. the stoolpigeon 
Lautner, had there beeii any check-up or control of his 
work, he could have been exposed long ago. . . , 

In 1954^ it was reported that the Communist Party had 

Inaugurated a program aimed at attainment of a leak-proof security system. 
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The program set the j^isdictional and proGedural aspeets -governing 
trials of members subjected ta disGiplinary action>' members under 
psychiatt^ic observation ^nd treatment; and members suspected as stool 
pigQons or Trotskyites. The objective of the program was to be carried 
out by bringing to the Party membership at -large such lessons as were 
learned from those disciplinary hearings. For example,- where "enemy 
agents" were discovered,- it was deemed imperative that a thorough inves*? 
tigation.be made as to how such persons entered the Party,, how they 
operated within, the r.anks, the identity of their associates and friends, and 
whi3ther their activities were covered up to prevent or hinder their detection.. 

As part of this program to screen out potential informers, 
malcontents and misfits from those members who were seeking to reac- 
. tiyate themselves in the Party^ a lengthy questionnaire was utilized upon 
interview of such individuals. The qufestionnaire, covering |)aGKground 
data of the individual. Party history and present activities, sought to be 
soul-searching in scope. The questions were designed to elicit from the 
prospective member any information which might preclude Mm from . 
readmission into the Pariy. 
B. . Disciplinary Bodies 

All Communist Parties have created elaborate systems to 

maintain the iideplogical and organizational unity of the Party. For a nimiber 
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of y^ars, the international control commission^ which was a component 
of the Communist International, exercised disciplinary and fiscal control 
and supervision over the various sections affiliated with the Communist 
Internationalo 

The counterpart of the international control commission 
in the American Communist Party was known originally as the central 
control commission and later as the national control commission and the 
national disciplinary committee; in the last ten years, it has been called 
the national review commissiono Bodies similar to the national review 
commission also function on district, state and local levels of the Party. 

The national review commission, according to the present 
constitution,, is established by the national committee of the Party, In 
size it has ranged from a dozen to a score of members, and is composed 
of tested members with exemplary records who have been Party members 
for at least five years. 

The functions of the national review commission are mani- 
folds to guard against and review violations of the Party constitutidn and 
principles; to supervise the execution of Party policies and directives; to 
review and hear appeals and disciplinary cases; to maintain records of 

-36 - 



individual Party members; ta assist in the -selection and promotion of 
leading Party personnel; to guarantee regular- auditing of the Party's 
financial books -and records; and to exercise -the ^leeessary vigilance 
a^nst mantfestations of ialien ideologies within the ranks and the pene- 
tration of hostile -elements into the Party. 

The national review commission receives and keeps. oii 
file detailed biographies of all Communist Parly functionaries^ including 
their entire personal, labor and Party histories, -and such items as a 
list of their relatives, their arrest records, accounting of their financial 
resources, property owned, and similar data. 

The national review commission plays an important part 
in. the selection, and promotion of personnel on alJLlevels. In recent yeartf 
especially, this body has concerned itself with the security of the Party 
and has reportedly checked on the Party loyalty of top leaders throughout 
the entire country. 

The role of the Party' s security apparatus must not be 
confused with the role performed by review commissions, although the 
two. have related functions in the maintenance of Party security. The 
review commissions and. the security apparatus are suborjiinate to. the 
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national, district and local committees which established them. Recently 
there has been a departure from the traditional Communist organizational 
concept tiiat security investigations of the Party were the fundamental and 
primary responsibility Of the review commission. Apparently actual inves- 
tigative operations of an intelligence nature concerning Paz'ty member^ who 
have defected, have been dropped from the Party, or are inactive at the 
present time are a function of the Party's security apparatus. 

* . Party security personnel of necessity operate secretly as 
their prime task is to investigate and ferret out the "eneniy. " The security 
director in charge of the security apparatus is not a member of the review 
commission, but works closely with, it. Liaison exists between the review 
commission chairman and the security director. The review commission 
and the security apparatus exchange information and bring matters, d 
mutual concern to one another's attention, 

C. Disciplinary Action 

1. Purpose and Need 
The severity of Communist discipline cannot be obscured by 
any nebulous phrases which Communists may use about voluntary submission 
and the like. Communists believe in the rule of the iron fist, and recom- 
mend, severe, even extreme, ruthless disciplinary measures whenever they 

feel that Communism will benefit by it. 
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Lenin insisted that iron discipline must be maintained, and 
that any person either inside or outside the Communist Parly who interferes 
with or in any- way injures the Communist movement has to be severely 
disciplined. '^There is not, " he said, "nor can there be, . . . any sentimen- 
tality. " 31 

The Communist Party regards disciplinary action as absolutely 
necessary in order to guarantee -and protect the ideological and organiza- 
tional purity of the Party. Such action, therefore, has the purpose of 
strengthening .the Party politically, ideologically and organizationally byi 

(1) Hidding the Party of "cornet anti-world.ngclassf elements" 
and "enemy ideology. " 

(2) Eliminating from the Party "agents of the class enemy, 
such, as stool pigeons, provocateurs, Trotskyites, Brawd9rites, Titoists, 
and the like. 

(3) Strengthening the Party by a ^'correct" ideologic^ 
struggle in order to eradicate deficiencies in tibie organization itself and in 
in^vidualmembers. 

In the case of "enemy agents, " there is swift expulsion by 
the Party which is carried out in such a manner that the entire membership 
is -furnished an object lesson as to the necessity for greater vigilance 
against tujrther penetration. 
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In dealing with weaknesses in-the nature of "bourgeois 
influences" in the poliUeal or personal lives of indiT/ldual memberSj, the 
Party conducts an ideological campaign to help these comrades rid them- 
selves of such influences.- If- this-fails-to eoni^nce the comrade of his 
incorriect or erroneous position or attitude, and if the Party believes the 
continued weaJmesses of the member might compromise or injure the 
Party, disciplinary measures are th^n invoked. 

Whenever a member acts in an undisciplined, irrespci|isible, 
careless, factional or auti- Party manner, whether consciously or uncon- 
sciotisly, such an individual is called ta task, criUciZLed by the Party, anid 
asked to explain his actioQSi In this fashion, the Party endeavors to: 
correct these errors and to ascertain whether mere errors have been 
committed or whether the individual i^ actually an "enemy" ()f the Party. 

The security director of one of the largest Communist Party 
districts in the country observed late in 1954, however, that the Party had 
n,ot mastered the art of sifting the "hoiaest, misguided" comrades. from the 
"conscious enemy** withiis; its ranl^ and isolating the latter from the former. 
In those cases,' he said, where anti= Party elements were uncovered, the 
ideological steps ta rally the membership gainst such elements "were weak 
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and the disciplinai^ action eonsequently was often so. premature that the 
honest and loyal Bomber-became ^sgi^ttbd and bewildered. 

2. Breaches of DiscipMne 

Although a soldier is told a thousand times -why he should ' 
obey the disciplinary regulations of the aj-my, soldiers jievertheless 
continue-=>-and will contlnue<=->ta disobey them; hence, breaches of cUsci° 
pline are commonplace.. The same human failings are true of Communists. 

Qffenges which have constituted breaches of discipline in 

the Commtmist Party in the United States dinee ita formation in 1919, ajre 

defined and described, in essence, in the folIol^ing.sec£ld]is of Article vm 

Of the current honiatitwtipn of the Party: 

"Section 2o Conduct or action detrinfental to tiie 
working class and the natiOEp as v^ell as to the interests 
of the' Party, yiojation of decisions of its leading com- 
mittees or of thi$ constitutipnp financial irregularities J 
or other conducfc unfeecoming a member of the Party, may 
be punished by censure, removal from posts of leadership, 
or by expulsion from membershipo Such conduct or action 
by any committee may be pupshed by removal of' the 
committee by the State or National Committee, vfhich shall 
then order new electioiiyff ior said cominitteeo 

"Section 3e Any member shall be expelled from 
the Party ipho is found to be a strikebreaker^^provocateur, 
engaged in espionage, or who advocateiS force and .violence 
or terrorism, or who adheres to or participates in the 
activities of any group or party which conspires or acts 
to subvert, unde/ininej^^ weaken or overthrow any or all 
institutions of American, democracy through which the 
m^ajority of ihe American people can maintain their right 
to determine their destinieSo 
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"Section 4o The practice or advocacy of any form 
of racial^ national or religious discrimination shall be 
groxmds for expulsion from membership. 

"Section 5o Personal or political relations with 
enemies of the working class and nation are incompatible 
with membership in the Commimist Partyo " 32 

Actually 5, however, all the Party's constitutions have served 
merely as so much window dressing and as vehicles of Aesopian language, 
since anything which displeases or antagonizes the Party leadership is 
ground for disciplinary actioUo If the top leadership wishes and is determined 
to punish a member or leader, any past or presentj, real or imagined, 
offense can be construed or interpreted as a breach of disciplineo 

In recent years, viplations of security measures, such as 
the indiscriminate employment of telephones, careless use of meeting 
places or irresponsible bandying around of the names of Party members 
and leaders, or loose gossip in general, have also been considered as 
breaches of Party discipline and vigilance and therefore subject to disci- 
plinary stepso 

Significantly, Communist misconduct centers around the 
essentially niilitary crime of insubordination. The Communist Party will 
ignore or tolerate immorality and various forms of misbehavior so long 
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as the eulprit toeB the Party line. MisGonduct is recognized, and. attributed, 
ta dissenting leaders^ or members-only-aiter -and beeause ih,ey dare to 
e25>ress a political difference or manifest opposition to a certain Party 

» 

policy or leadership. 

3. Jurisdiction - 

Each club, section, diyisionj county, state or district 
review commission, has the authority to ejcpel a member; however, the 
esspelled member ostensibly has -the right to appeal- his case to the next 
highest authority until, theoretically, his case, reacheig- the national review 
commission. Actually, thfese junior bocUes handle only lAos^ cas6^ 
commensurate with their own level. If a national board member were to 
be esspelled, for example, his case would undoubtedly be handled by the 
nationjQ. j?evigw commission, " 

The body having jurisdiction usually appoints a sp^^cial 
committee to investigate a given case, calls witnesses and examines the 
member \?h0 is up on charges. After proper examination, the committeei 
formulates its recommendations on the case and presents it to the parent 
body so that a decision can be made. The special committee has no authority 
to make a decision of its own. 
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In 1947, by way of illustration, charges against one Com- 
munist functionary were preferred by his club. A special investigating 
committee of six long-time Communists was appointed by the state board. 
This body held a number of hearings, heard witnesses, examined documents 
and listened to the testimony of the accused himself. At the conclusion of 
the investigation, tiia special committee's fin^gs were given to the club 
which thereupon, voted to expel this leader for his alleged disruption and 
anti-Party activity. 

Disciplinary measures, including expulsion, theoretically 
require a miaLjbrity vote. All such actions are subject to review by the 
corresponding next higher body. 

A security apparatus has no authority to discipline a 
member; it can only investigate with the help of the Party organization and 
then submit the facts for appropriate .action'by a duly constittited Party )X)dy. 

4, Charges 

All the constitutions of the Communist Party, USA, including 
the present, haye stipulated that charges against individual members can 
be made by other individual members or by Party committees. Charged 
are supposed to be made in writing and to be as specific and as detailed as 

- 44 - 



possibleo Charges ordinarily are-acted upon prompiiyMand with dispatch^ 
The l3iody having jurisdictidji dratws* up the charges in writing^ sets a date 
for a hearing and- assigns a special committee, generally consisting of 
three perisons, to hear the chargeSo 

The responsibilities of the special committee assigned to 
haiidle a case are: (1) to. hold hearings to which ,the accused noLember is 
called; (2) to, inform the accused, either before or at the hearing, of the 
specific charges; (3) to study and investigate the chargei?^ and (4) to make 
recommendations to its parent body as to. the results of its deliberations. 

Unless there are special jsecwiity reasons ictr not doing ^o,. 
accused members are usually informed, either in ivriting Or orally, by 
the investigating committee assigned to. handle the case. At the time the 
accused .is advised^ he or she is warned ag^nst diiscussihg jUie cIiuar.gjBSjor 
any aspect of the case \?ith anyone )3ut the authorized body handling tiie 
matter. 

A copy of the chargeiS is forwarded to. the chairman of the 
county review commission^ wlio in turn furnishes .a copy to the coiinty 
security director. Thereafter both the county review commission and the 
county security director keep abreast of the progresjs of the case. If the 
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matfeer involves a-possible breach of securityj then the seeurity-apparatus 
initiate&-an-independentlnvestigaMoni 

Ghsueges made against members are frequently completely 
fantastic and unsupportable by a semblaoLce of f act di^-lo^e. - Many times 
accusations leveled against members are false,- malicious and intended to 
be defamatory of character. This is especi^y tnie when-a member or 
leader has fallen, from gracej he or she M then fau? prey and As subjected to 
a veritable torrent of name ealMng and character assassination, being 
accused of every conceivable offense ai\d dereliction, true or false. 

5o Hearings 

Every^ apcused meniber is presided tQ. have the right to a 
hearing before any disciplinary Action can b^ taken, s^inst him. Thei purpose ' 
Qi such a prodeeding JLs to establisl^liiie essential facts in the case through 
interrogation, documents and wl,Messes, and to give the accused an oppdr- 
tuhity to present his side. 

Members preferring charges, as. well as accused members, 
are entitled ta present witnesses, but such witnesses must meejt with the ' 
approval of the investigating committee hearing the case. These witnesses, 
morepve;r, must be Party members. 
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There is a atar-ehambef atmespkere-about most disci° 
plinary hearings eondueted isy the Communisit Parfy. ^e investigpiing 
committee- acts as the proseeutor, judg^^ and jury, so to -speak, X)ftenthe 
accused is not even present at the hea;ring.« The proceedings may he held 
in semipublic or in the solitude of a cellar. Rules of evidence;- the cross- 
examination of witnesses and other legal nicetiesp or even f^ play^ are 
ignored or- seldom abided by. The accused is always presumed ta be 
guilty until proved otheirwis®^ is never given the henefit .ol any or iall 
doubts.. 

A hearing ostensibly determines^ whether the charges icpe 
groundless or i£ there is siibstance ta the accusations. Jo, the event of the 
latter, the investigating committee may propose one or more forms of 
disciplinary measvres wMch. will be described in detail in a later .section. 

After concluding the hearingjr the investigating committee 
turns over all documents, including its own report, to the parent body. 
The report consists of : (1) the charges, (2) the facts of the case, (3) a 
brief eyaluatioji of the accused and the allegations, and (4) recommendations. 
After the parent body has made its decision, all material and. documents 
are turned over to the respective review commission. 



- 47 - 



The facts surrQimdmg the expulsion of John Lautnery who 
was at the time chairman of the New York State review commission of the 
Communist Parly, is an interesting isommentary on the Party's callous 
disregard for the elaborate and explicit provisions relative to charges, 
hearings and other disciplinary procedures provided for in the Party's 
numerous constitutions and other official documents during the last 
36 years. 

In Decenaber, 1^49, Lautner was released from his duties 
with the New York State organization on the request of Jack Kling,. then 
national treasurer of the Communist Party> being informed that the Party 
wished him for underground work. In mid-January, 1950^ Kling told him 
to go to a large Midwest, city for underground assignment* 

Lautner met Kling in the designated city and there was taken 
to the basement of a house where he was confronted with two individuals 
whom he later identified as Communist Party functionaries in that area. 
Among other things, he was charged with having conspired to train and move 
Titoists from Bar'i, Italy, to Yugoslavia during World War II, and of having 
spied for an American intelligence agency,. Lautner was completely sur- 
prised and dumbfounded at these accusations and pleadied innocence. The 
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more he protested his innocence, the more vigorous his accusers became; 
his li£e was threatened and a gun wai$ held against his head. He was also 
struck by his interrogators. Lautrier was confined for approximately three 
hours in this cellar and finally was forced to sign a statement to the effect 
that he had had a "fair" hearing. He was then liberated. 

Lautner returned to New York City where he read a state- 
ment in the Daily Worker for January 17, 1950, that he had been expelled 
by the New York State Communist Party.. He acquainted his wife, who was 
also a Parly member, with the episode and reiterated his innocence^ His 
wife then went to consult a top Party (rfficial^ who told her tha^ it she- 
remained with Lautner, she, too, would be expelled.^ Later his wife left 
him, informing him that she could no longer liye with him in view of the 
disgrace he had brought upon, her and their child by reason of his expulsion. 
Soon afterwards she obtained a divorce. 

6, Appeals 

According to the current constitution, all expelled or other 
disciplined member s ar e entitled to appea.1 to the next higher body up to 
the national convention, whose decision is final. While the appeal, is 
pending, members must adhere to the decision already rendered. Appeals 
must be in writing and are submitted through the club chairman. 
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In actuality, however, the opportunity for appeal has 
generally proved to be a myth, for a member finds it almost futile and 
useless tp pursue such a course. The hopelessness of protesting 
disciplinary action which is meted out, especially expulsion, is typified 
by the summary rejection of Earl Browder's appeal for readmission into 
the Communist Party which he made to its national convention in August, 
1948. Browder, the Party's onetime general secretary, had been expelled 
in 1946 for "revisionism," The convention's presiding committee, in 
recommending rejection of his appeal for reinstatement, maintained that 
Browder, in the intervening two years, had continued 'Ho adhere to and 
propagate" his anti-Marxist and anti-Party activity. 

A functionary in one district was successful nonetheless 
in having herself restored to good standing in 1954 after having bee^n 
expelled on the ground of white chauvinism. Apparently this particular leader 
had incurred the enmity of a Negro family, which had long been comprised 
of several active Party members. This family was known to have charged 
with white chauvinism anyone who happened to disagree with them. 

7. Forms of Disciplinary Measures 

Breaches of discipline in the Communist Party by individual 

members are punished by (a) censure, (b) removal from responsible 

positions, (c) dropping from membership, and (d) expulsion. 
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a, ■ Censure 

Criticism, warnings and reprimands are the mildest forms 
of discipline employed in the Communist Party, and are designed to assist 
members in correcting their mistakes, shortcomings and weaknesses. 
Failure to attend meetings, nonpayment of dues, poor organization of 
work and chronic tardiness are typical of misdemeanors handled in 
this fashion. 

• Censure is a stronger disciplinary measure than criticism, 
waxnings or reprimands, usually entailing control tasks of one sort or 
ahother. \^en such tasks are imposed, there is a review and chq'ckup of 
the member's activity during the control period and at its conclusion. Then 
a decision is made as to whether the control period has been (1) successful, 
(2.) partially successful with heed for extending the period, or (3) unsuccessful, 
thus requiring Additional disciplinary steps. 

As an object lesson, occasionally censure is made public; 
that is, a member is chastised in the Communist press. 

b. Removal from Responsible Positions 

The most drastic penalty— short of expulsion— is removial 
from all responsible positions. This may involve a transfer from one city 
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to another, from- one section to another, or sometimes from one kind of 
work to another.- It may result in a state, counly or section official being 
demoted to a rank-and-file member, or in a curtailment of Jiis work. At 
the end of the control period, if the individual has s£#sfactorily demon- 
strated that he has fulfilled the tasks assigned to him, he may be restored 
to his old status; if not, he will likely remain an ordinary member or be 
susceptible to expulsion. 

Strictly speaking, there is no such disciplinary measure 
in the Party as suspension or probation. If a disciplined member is 
considered salvageable^ he is kept In the Partyy otherwise he is e:q)elled. 
For example, if a member commits an offense for which removal from 
his responsible piE>st is not sufficient punishment, but where there is reason 
to believe he can be corrected, the Party can decide that he is -to be expelled 
with .the right to apply for membership in. a. certain period of time, say, six 
months or a year. The person is^ot regarded as a Party member during 
Ijie period of his expulsion. B the escpelled member shpyrs that he is 
repentant and has corrected the faults for which he was e:^elled, his 
application for readmission wiU be considered at the conclusion of the 
disciplinary period, and sometimes before. 
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One state leader was removed from his post because of 
his conduet of -and- behavior at a Smith Act trial in 1953 in which he was a 
defendant. Among the things which contributed to his demotion was the 
deference which he allegedly showed the court and the fact that many of his 
Temarks seemed to be an appeal to the judge for mercy. 

One of the best examples of removal from responsible 
positions was that which took place in New York City in 1949, when the 
New York State committee of the Communist Party announced, in the 
Daily Wqrker, the removal of Isidore Begun, Robert Appel and Bernard 
Shuldiner viho, in the o^der named, vfete chairman, secretary and a 
section organizer of the Bronx county organization of the Communist Party. 
They were removed, it was stated, for their failure to "struggle £^;ainst 
white chauvinism and for Negro rights. " 

- In addition to. the removal of the three leadiers, the Bronx 
county committee was severely censured for its inability to carry out the 
Party line on the Negro question. The announcement said that control 
tasks had been ^yen to Begun, Appel and Shuldiner, and that the state com<= 
niittee had confidence in their ability to quickly rehabilitate themselves 
and earn again the right to leader^ship. Eleven months .later, the state 
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committee announcedj again in the Daily Worker , that these three indi- 
viduals had completed their control assignments in a responsible manner 
and had consequently been restored to their former posts. 

Some idea of the number of innier-Party disciplinary actions — 
warnings, censures, removals, et cetera— which occur durii^ the course 
of a year^ may be obtained from figures for such actions recorded by the 
Party nationally in the mid-1930's* There were 197 such cases in 1935, 
96 in 1936^ and 112 in 1937, 
c. Propping from Membership 

Individuals arefrequeiitly dropped from membership in the 
Communist Party because they do not fulfill, for one reason or another, the 
reiquirements or expectations of the Party... Illness, lack of interest, inactiyity 
and nonpayment of dues— after efforts have been made to reyive the interest 
and reactivate the member— are among the more common reasons for 
dropping members from the rolls of the Party. 

"Drops'' are carried out without charges or hearings, since the 
Party do.es not consider them enemies of the Party or the working class.- 
The dropping of a member is decided by the club, subject to approval by 
the next higher body. "Drops" generally are not a substitute for actions 
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necessitating disciplinaory action^, including expulsiono In some special 
cases, however, a member will be dropped for security reasons rather 
than-expelled. 

An attorney who handles the legal affairs for the Commu- 
nist Party in a large city was dropped from membership because of his 
extramarital activities and other difficulties, but he was reinstated, eight 
months later after he had satisfactorily complied with Party instructions 
and fulfilled assignments given him. 

Members undergoing psychiatric care are, as a matter of 
course, dropped from membership during ithe period such freatment, 
but may reapply for admission at the conclusion of the treatment, 
d. Eacpul'sion 

Expulsion from the Communist Party is viewed as the 
supreme penalty and is only resorted to when the Party feels that the 
charges are of such a grave nature as to be harmful to the Party itself, 
or the individual is incapable of accepting t^riticism and correcting his 
deficiencies. 

Karl Browder once stated that the Conmiunist Party, by 
e3£pelling a member, was recognizing the fact, that that member, by his 
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activities and opinions, had politically separated himself from the Party, 
and this act was -merely an organizational re^stration of that political 
fact. 35 

(1) Causes 

(a) General 

The current constitution of the Communist Party, USA, 

contains the following grounds for escpulsion under Article- vm: 

"Section 3. Any member shall be expelled from th^ 
Party who is found to bp a strikebreaker j proyocateury 

- engaged iia-espionagej, or who advocates force and violence 
or terrorism, or who adheres to qt participates in the 
activities of any group or party which conspires or acts 
to sjubvert, undermine, weaken or overthrow any or all 
institutions of American deriiocracy through which the 

. majority of the Ainerican people can maintain their right 
to determine their destinies . 

"Section 4. The practice or advocacy of any form 
of racial, national or religious discrimination shall be 
grounds for expulsion from membership. 

"Section 5. Personal or political relations with 
enemies of the working class and nation are incompatilale 
with membership in the Communist Party, " 

Party constitutions of the past have embodied similar pro- 
visions as, for example, those contained in the constitution adopted in 1938: 

". o . Party members found to be strikebreakers, degenerates, 
habitual drunkards, betrayers of Party confidence, pro- 
voqateurs, advocates of terrorism and violence as a 
method of Party procedure, or members whose actions are 
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detrimental to the Party and the working class, shall be 
summarily dismissed from positions of responsibility, 
expelled from the Party and exposed before the general 
public. 37 

In the Communist lexicon, there is an amazing array of crimes 
and misdemeanors for which a member can be expelled. The fact is,, therS 
are few actions a member may take that cannot l)rand him guilty <jS. one or more 
offenses if the Party so chooses. In the 36-year history oi the Communist 
Party, USA, members have been expelled for allegedly being "factionalists, " 
"deviationists, " "revisionists,," "right opportunists, " "left sectarianists, " 
"disruptioiiists, " "obstructionists, " "Trotskyites, " "Lovestoneites, " 
"Browderites, " "Titpists," "white chauvinists, " "renegades," "turncoats," 
"rats," "spies," " agents provocateurs , " "stool pigeons, " "informers," 
"adventurists," "careerists," "slanderers," "scandalmongers," "scabs," 
"swindlers," "embezzlers," "thieves," "cowards," "weaklings," "drunkards' 
and "sexual degenerates. " 

The reaspns for expulsipns in one year— 1937— were tabulated in 
a report of the central control commission to the tenth national convention of 
the Communist Party, USA, in 1938: 

Num)}er of 

Category Cases 
General irresponsibility (drunkenness, moral 32 
looseness, et cfetera) 

General unreliability (political untrustworthiness, 37 
spy suspects, et cetera) 

Trotskyism 36 
General disruption 21 
Financial dishonesty (thieves and swindlers) 15 
Spies 15 
Financially irresponsible 11 
Careerists and turncoats 10 
Lovestoneites ^ 



195 
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Some of the specific reasons for which members have been 
expelled are: "habitual drunkard and bootlegger"; "coward and weakling 
who asked to be deported"; "turncoat who joined Republican Parity"; 
"voting for candidates of Democratic Party"; "disruptive element" who 
"put religion above Party"^ "involved in counterfeiting in association with 
renegade"; deserted during a strike and went on. a pleasure trip^ 

Family relationship and even association with an expelled 
member is.frefi[uently sufficierit cause to precipitate the expulsion of 
another member When the New York State committee qf the Communist . 
Party expelled Ben. Bordof sky in 195i for serious financial irregularities' 
in Qonnection with his position as head of the New York State literature 
department of the Party^ the committee also expelled his wife for the reason 
that ",. .. . while not participating in the acts of het husband, she put up no 
struggle against or challenged her husband regarding the source Mis. 
income.. She knew their standard of living to be way above what was 
warranted by what Bordof sky received in w^es. "38 

When one married couple was' expelled as "enemies of the 
working class, " instructions were given to all Party members in that 
locality to avoid any contact with them. Despite this admonition, another 
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member continued her association with them and^ as a result, came into 
disfavor with officials* She was giyen a control task as a test to determine 
her attitude and degree of co-operation with the Party., She promised not 
to see the couple again and within six months she was again in the Party^s 
good graces. Soon thereafter, however, she resumed her association with 
the couple arid was finally expelled from the Party> 

Suspicion alone, in sonae cases, is enough to warrant ex- 
pulsion. A Party .member was expelled because the Party believpd him 
to be a stool pigeon* Party leaders, in explaining the expulision^ said . 
that, at the beginning of World War II> this individual, who was a Quaker, 
had been a conscientious objector but for some unknown reason changed his 
mind and enlisted, later becomii^ a commissioned officer in the Army 
Medical Corps. He was said to have traveled around the Philippine Islands, 
making friends with. Communists and non-Communists> With the end of the 
wary he is alleged to have taken part in the movement to brin^ American 
troops back hpme> Later he allegedly went to China where his activities were 
not known. He next turned up on the west coast where he spent a considerable 
ainount of money. All this caused the Party to place him under suspicion, 
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but the Party confirmed its suspicions that he was an informer when he 
was observed taking extensive notes at Party meetings. 

A noteworthy case involving both suspicion and association 
which finally led to expulsion was that involving John Lautner, previously 
mentioned, Lautner, who wias born in Hungary, was a naturalized 
Ainerican citizen. He was a member of the Communist Party, USA, from 
1929 imtil Jtiis expulsion in 1950; during this period he held various promi- 
nent Party positions on a district leVel. 

Lautner served in the United States Army during World War 
II, In 1943, he was assigned to the Army's Psychological Warfare Branch 
at Bari, Italy,, and Rome, where he developed a communications system 
among the many Yugoslav Partisans who were being trained and sent back 
to Yugoslavia as part of the Liberation Army. 

About 1949, apparently, the Communist Party Suspected 
Lautner of being a?i agent of an American intelligence agency for two 
reasons: (1) he was a close friend of a Hungarian official, formerly a 
resident of the United States, who was arrested in 1949 on the charge of 
being a British agent; (2) during the 1949 trial of Laszlo Rajk, Hungarian 
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Communist minister of interior who had been arrested for "right 
deviationism"- and was purged as- a Titoist, a state witness indicated 
that Lautner had introduced the witness to Yugoslav ^ents in Bari, Kaly. 
(b) Factionalism 

Over the years^ factionalism has been the main cause 
of emulsions. In recent years—particularly since 1948— white 
chai^nism has also afforded the Party a prominent and convenietiit e^^cuse 
for expelling a member. 

From the day of its founding, the Communist Party has 
struggled, not only against "enemies" outside the Party but.aJso against 
all kindis of "hostile" and "alien" influences and forces inside the Party. 
Throughout its history, the Communist movement has. been peculiarly 
susceptible to factionalism for the reason that the Communist system is 
unwilling to tolerate ideological dissent of any Idnd or to any degree, or 
to permit the least decentralization of power. Criticism of the interpre- 
tation and application of Maraast^Lenihist principles,as made by authori« 
tatiye national and international Communist leaders, is neither countenanced 
nor permitted.. Independent thinking is not condoned in the Communist 
Party. Even the slightest deviation in authority or opinion is t^atM as a 
major sin. Any disagreement with or opposition to the Party line or |>olicy 
is called factipnalism. 
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The Communist movement has-long been cognizant that 

factional divisions and groupings constitute the greatest possible danger 

ta its growth and success. Stalin, in a speech in 1929, warned of the 

harmfulness of factionalism in the ranks-of Communist Parties: 

^ ^First and foremost because factionaUsm weakens 
the jsense of Party spirit^, dulls revolutionary sensitiveness, 
and blindfolds the Party leaders to such an extent that in 
their factional enthusiasm they are bound to. place factional 
' interests o • • above the interests of the working class. . . . 

• . • o • • • 

^ ^Secondly , because factionalism interferes with the 
education of the Party In the spirit of principles, it interferes 
with the training of cadres in the spirit of honesty proletarian^ 
incorruptible revolutipnaries, free from rotten diplomacy and 
unprincipled machinations. ..." 

o ...... 

" Thirdly , because factipnalism, weakening the Party's 
desire for unity and undermining the Party* s iron discipline, 
^ves rise in the Party to such a specifically factional regime 
under which, all its internal life is e^osed to the eyes of the 
class foe, and the Party itself is in danger of becoming a 
plaything in the hands of the agents of the bourgeoisie, o o o " 



^ ^Finaliy, because the harmfulness of factionalism lies 
in the fact that factionalism undermines the basis of all posi- 
tive work in the Party, kills the desire of Party members to 
concern themselves with questions of everyday needs of the 
working class. . . , weakens the activities of the Party in the 
, organization of the working class for the cla^ss war with the 
bourgeoisie and thus creates a situation in which the Party' js 
prestige must inevitably decline in the eyes of the workers, 
and the workers, instead of flocking to the Party in whole 
detachments, are compelled to leave the .ranks of the Party. . . o " 
(Underscored words italicized in original) 
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The Gommunist Party views deviationism as the fountain- 
head of factionalism. Deviationism, according to the Party, consists of 
differing with the Party line, either to the left or to the right, or disagreeing 
with the leadership. Thus, it can conveniently ajad conceivably cover a 
multitude of sins of commission and omission; the nimiber of offenses and 
breaches of Party discipline that can be attributed to deviationism are 
almost limitless. 

Deviationism assumes different forms and is called by 
different namejs, but basically it is applied to Ihe three principal "enemy" 
ideologies; namely. Trotskyism, Browderism and Titoism, 

Trotskyism, or left sectarianism, holds that the Lenin- 
Stalin brand of Comjiuinism is not sufficiently revolutionary or militant. 
Trotsky evolved and championed a theory of a permanent, uninterrupted 
world-wide revolution as opposed to Stalin's concept of developing 
spcialism in one country at a time. 

Browderism, or right deviationism— also known variously 
as right opportjinism, exceptionalism and revisionism-^tends to tone down 
the concept of class struggle and makes basic concessions to and com- 
promises with capitalism. 
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Titoism, or bourgeois nationalism, is an abandonment of 
the prineiples of- internationalism and an attempt to further the interests 
of one's own country in pref lerence to the world-wide Gommunist movement. 

Deviationism of one kind or another has been responsible 
for wholesale purges in the American Communist Party, including the ouster 
of such leaders as Jay Lovestone and Earl Browder. 

The ejcpulsion of Lovestone from the Communist Party, USA, 
in 1929 provides a classic example of the Stalinist concept of right devia- 
tionism and highlights what a sin of unforgivable magnitude it is for any 
nation^ leader to entertain independent ideas, 

Lovestone's e:^ulsion had its genesis in the struggle for 
power between Stalin and Trotslqr which began even before Lenin's death 
in 1924. The factional fights within the Communist Party of the Soviet linioh 
and in the Communist Mernational, which arose from the Stalin-Trotsky 
clash, had repercussions throughout the international Communist movement. 
The ^jcpiilsion of Trotsky by the Russian Communist Party in 1927 signalized 
thiB triumph of Stalin. In the years following, Communist Parties in all 
countries, including the American Communist Party, were subjected to 
widespread purges of anti- Stalinist elements . 
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After Charles Rutiienberg, executive secretary of the 
Communist Party, USA, died in 1927, a fi^t for pre-eminence ensued 
in the Amer-ican Party between a group headed by Jay Lovestone and one 
led by William Z. Foster, who is now the national chaiEman. Lovestone 
won out and was designated executive secretary. When he was suspected 
of the heresy of exceptionalism-=that is, of contending that special circum- 
stances in the United States might justify occasional deviations from the 
Moscow line— he was ordered to Moscow to assume duties with the 
Communist Mernational. 

In May, 1929, Ii,ovestbne and some of his adherents then in 
Russia were asked to give their endorsement to a document which the 
Comintern had decided to send to the American Communist Party. Since 
this dirfective was. nothing more th^n a condemnation of ttie Lavestone 
group, Lovestone and his supporters refused to approve it. As a conse- 
quence, Lovestone was removed from all his positions in the American 
Party and was instructed to remain in Moscow. Several weeks later, 
without the knowledge or consent of the Comintern, he left Moscoiw and 
returned.ta the United States. 

Lovestone was immediately expelled by the central com- 
mittee of the Communist Party, USA, for this breach .of discipUne. In its 
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statement of expulsion, the committee asserted that he had departed from 

Moscow prematurely and without authority, and by this action had "defied" 

the decisions of the executive committee of the Comintern and thus had 

"violated the discipline of the Comintern, despite previous warning, in the 

most flagrant manner. " The statement further declared, that "... in expelling 

Lovestone, who has become a renegade to. the cause of Communism, the 

Central Committee and the entire Party will mercilessly fight to destroy 

any of his attempts and maneuvers to splitting the P.arty. ... "-40 

Lovestone appealed his ouster but to no stvail. The gentral 

committee, in rejecting his appeal, stated in part: 

"o. , . The Party needs the univided loyalty of all its members; • 
Lovestone ridicules Party loyalty, accuses those ioyail to 
the Party of treachery to his faction, and raises factional 
loyalty upon the pedestal of revolutionary virtue. The Party 
needs an iron discipline; Lovestone does everything in his 
power to undermine Party discipline and to replace it with 
factional discipline. ..." 41 

In the years following Lovestone' s expulsion,, the American 
Communist Party carefully took steps to eradicate all Trotsk3rite and 
Lovestoneite remnants. As late as the three-year period, 1935-1937, a 
total of 80 Trotskyites and ten Lovestoneites were reported to have been 
expelled. 
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The expulsion of the Lovestone group paved the way for 
Earl Browder' s assumption to power. In June, 1930, Browder was 
elected general secretary of the Communist Party, USA, which position 
he retained for 15 years until he committed the unpardonable trans- 
gression of revising or modifying the principles of Marxism- Leninism 
by advocating a softening of the class struggle. 

During World War II, the Communist Party's wartime 
policy of co-operation and collaboration between Cojnmunism and 
American capitalism engendered in Browder a vision of an Americanized 
Communist Party; he came to the :0ew that the American capitalist 
systera was exceptional or progressive as compared with the laws of 
"growth and decay" gpverMng capitalism elsewhere. He endeavored to 
transform the wartime tactic of national unity into a postwar strategy, 
and in this connection caused the name of the Communist Party, I7SA, to be 
changed to the Communist Political Association. 

In April, 1945, however, Jacques Duclos, an official of 
the iFrench Communist Party, undoubtedly at Moscow's behest, published . 
a lengthy article in a French Communist journal which lambasted Browder' s 
jso-called. revisionism and commended William Z. Foster's opposition to it. 
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This article was unmistakable evidence that the wartime honeymoon of 
capitalism and Communist collaboration abroad and in the United States 
was at an end. 

Browder became a scapegoat for this change in tiie Party 
line. He attempted to defend his policies but his erstwhile followers 
quickly deserted him, realigning themselves with Foster. At a special 
national convention in July, 1945, the Communist Political Associa-tion 
was dissolved and the Communist Party, USA, reconstituted. Browder 
was dropped froni all national offices, retaining, however, his Party 
membership. 

By late November, 1945, Browder was under investigation 
by a special l)ody of the national committee because of allegations that 
he was organizing an opposing faction within the Party. By this time, too, 
articles began to appfear in the Communist press as a prelude to his 
complete discredit. 

Local units, in January, 1946, were considering resolutions 
Tiirging his expulsion. At an executive meeting of the Yonkers, New York, 
club, of which Browder was a. member, he defended his past position and 
policies; Early in February^ 1946, Browder waS given a hewing before 
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the national board but refused to reply to chargejs or to answer questions. 

This resulted in a unanimous recommendation by the national board to the 

national committee that Browder should be expelled. 

Browder was finally expeUed from the Communist Party 

by the Ypnkers club on February 12, 1946. A day later, the national 

committee approved this action in the following resolution: 

"1. The National Committee has considered and approves the 
recommendation of the National Board, and tiie demand 
from the ranks of our Party organizations, that Earl 
Browder be expelled from the Communist Party for 
gross violation of Party discipline and decisions, for 
^active opposition to the political line and leadership of 
pur Pkrty, for developinglabtional activity and for be- 
traying, the principles of Marxism-Leninism and deserting 
to the side of the class enemy— American monopoly capital. 

"2. The National Committee categorically rejects the docu-^ 
ment presented today by Eatrl Browder, in which he appeals 
to the National Committee against his expulsion. Browder' s 
appeial in itself confirms the correctness of the charges 
preferred against him by the Board. Moreover, Browder' s 
appeal is nothing more or less than an anti-Marxist platform 
of struggle submitted by a social-imperialist who aims 
to wage political- ideological warfare against the Communist 
Party, against Marxism. Therefore, the National Committee 
hereby and does expel Earl Browder from the Communist Party. 

"3. The struggle against Browder and Browderism how enters^ 
a new stage. The struggle against Browder and Browderism 
is no longer a struggle against a trend in. the Communist and 
labor movements. It is now a struggle against a deserter 
from Communism, against an alien ideology and influence. 
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"The entire Party must be on guard against the factional 
activity which Browder is now trying to organizCo » * " 

o o o e 0 o o 

"The Party must be vigilant to preserve and strengthen 
the unity of the Party. It must root out all vestiges oi 
revisionism and all rotten liberal attitudes towards 
Browder and the conciliators oi Browderism. It must 
wage an uncompromising political-ideological struggle 
against Browderism which is an enemy class ideology. 

"In this way our Party can and will strengthen itself 
ideologically, politically and organizationally. It will 
equip itself rapidly to become a mass party, and more 
effectively perform its vanguard role today and in the 
great economic and political strug^es which lie ahead. " 42 

In August, 1948, at the Party's 14th national convention, 
firowder appealed to the national cadre and review commission for 
readmission. This appeal was rejected on the ground that Browder had 
continued his anti-Marxist attitude and anti-Party disruptionist activities 
since his expulsion. 

Thus the Communist Party, USA, concluded its long 
campaign to discredit Earl Browder and oust him from the Communist 
Party. He was now an open enemy,, allegedly engaging in factionalist 
activities designed to disrupt and confuse the r^s of the Party. Ever 
since the Party turned against him in 1Q45, Browder has been the subject 
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of avery possible calumny and- vilification its leaders could concoct and 
devise. He has been- branded a "renegade from Marxism, " a "class 
enemy, " an "opportunist, " a "revisionist, " a "factionalist, " a "Wall Street 
japologijst, and a "troiibadour of Ameri(:a,n imperialism. " 

-At the present time, there are several Trotskyite or 
sor- called splinter groups in existence in the United States, the largest 
being the Socialist Workers Party with an estimated membership in 1954 
of about 500. There are aXstx a number of very small and relatively 
insignificant dissident groups composed of members who withdrew or 
W0re expelled from the Comi^unist Party at the time of Browder^s 
e:»pulsion, although Browder himself never attempted to establish any group. 

The differences between these latter groups is frequently 
extremely nebulous, except that they are all critical of the present=day 
Communist Party, USA, and its leadership. The position of the majority 
of them is that the American Communist Party today has become bourgeois, 
is still too revisionist, and should lift the class struggle to a higher plane 
of militant action. 

In, 1949, it was reported that Sam Darcy, an. expelled district 
leader, was endeavoring to, unify the various dissident groups, but nothir^ 
has ever coxne of it. 
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(c) White Chauvinism 

CQmnmnists use the phrase "white chauvinism" as a mark 
of disrespect, contempt and loathing toward any person presumed to 
be guilty of believing that the white race is Superior to other races, 
especially the Negro race. Theoretically, Communists claim to seek 
social, cultural, economic and political equality for all races, colors 
and creeds; fundamentally, they play upon white chauvinism like so many 
other issues, as a tactic to stir up race hatred, discord and anything else 
which will spread Communism. 

The presence and manifestation of white chauvinism within 
the ranks of the Communist Party has always been of concern to the Party, 
but white chauvinisni was made a primary isSue after World War II. Pettis 
Perry, * currently a member of the national committee and secretary of 
the national Negro commission of the Party, is said to have been largely 
rfesponsible for and to have raqploited the issue of white chauvinism to gain 
his present eminence in the Conamunist Party. 

Since 1948, white chauvinism has been the cause of many 
expulsions. Particularly during the period 1948-1953, the Communist Party 
was reportedly rife with the recklessness with which aU kinds of trivial 

*Perry was convicted in 1953 for violation of the Smith Act and is now in prison. 
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and exaggerated-eharges* of -wMte- ehawinism^w - Conditions 

- became so-bad that* no -member quite knew for what statement or act he 
or she mi^t be accused of this-offenseo 

In one districtp -as-a-case-in point, charges of white 
chauvinism arose -as-tbe result of a wedding reception to which both white 
and Negro -Party member«^ were invitedo The white-members were later 
accused of inviting Negro members and then treating them in a discrimin- 
atory mannero 

A Negro functionary in one large, city is said to have used 
the llireat of white chauvinism to compel white female members to have 
sexual relations with him. 

In the eyes of the Party^ a member can also be guilly of 
"inverted" white chauyinism, that is, entertaining the belief that Negroes 
are superior to whites. An illustration of this occurred when a white " 
woman, who was engaged to marry an important white trade-unionist, became 
enamoured of .a Negro comrade and broke off her engagement. She was 
expelled for "inverted" white chauvinism. 

In 1953, Communist Party leaders reportedly recognized 
that the situation had reached a ridiculous stage; Negro Communists were 
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being put in a "touch-me-not" category and members were hesitant to 
criticize them politically or otherwise for fear of being branded white 
chauvinists. William Z. Foster warned against this rampant left sectar- 
ianism in the Party's fight against white chauvinism in an article he wrote 
for Political Affairs in July, 1953. Since then, the Party is said to have 
returned to a somewhat more sane and sensible attitude and policy on 
this question. 43 

Political Affairs was characterized as the theoretical organ 
of the Communist Party by Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, a member of the 
national committee of the^ Communist Party, UM, in her testimony at 
her Smith Act trial in October, 1952. 

(2). Nature of Charges 

Charges in support of expulsions are frequently vague, 
obscure and subject to wide interpretation, such as "anti-Party actions, " 
"opposition to the political line and leadership, " "contrary to the best 
interests of the Party," "refusal to accept and carry out the decisions of 
the Party, " and similar expressions. 

The expulsion of Max Bedacht is typical. Bedacht was a 
charter member of the Communist Party and was general secretary of the 
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International Workers Order from 1933 until 1947, when he resigned as 
the result of a bitter quarrel with other IWO officials on a question of 
organization, * 

In 1948, Bedacht was expelled from the Party, ostensibly 
for factionalism against the Party leadership. Actually, he is said to 
have been ousted for being a follower of Sam Darcy. Bedacht and Darcy 
had been friends for many years and, after Darcy' s expulsion in 1944, 
Bedacht had spent a night at Darcy' s home in Philadelphia. Bedacht was 
iinmediately brought up on charges of being a Darcyite, although other 
reasons were officially ascribed, 

A varied and lengthy list of reasons, is ordinarily cited 
in support of an expulsion, apparently to give the impression of over- 
whelining and incontrovertible evidence in substantiation (jf such action. 
' ^ This was true when the Party expelled Bella V. Dodd in 1949. She had 
once been a member pf the national committee and the New York State 
committee. The following reasons were enumerated to justify her expulsion 

*The International Workers Order has been designated by the Attorney 
General pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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(1) She -manifested gross-^Mt&ehaaviBismiv'hen she repre- 
sented a -landlord in court against a delegation of Puerto Rican tenants in 
New York City. 

(2) Her "political decay and degeneracy" set in j^apidly after 
the reeonsUtutlon of the Party when she found herself increasingly at odds 
with Party policy,, always swinging to the right. 

(3) She expressed opinions which were, in esi^ence, against 
the escpulsion of Earl Broader. 

(4) She left the Italian national groups commission of the 
Party when this body faced many serioi^ problems, saying that she wished 
to devote all her fime to her law practice. 

(5) In the 1946 New York State elections, she opposed the 
candidacy of Robert Thompson and Benjamin J. Davis, two proininent 
officials of the Communist Party, for the respective posts of state comp- 
troller and attorney general. 

(6) "Anti- Party elements" from the water front frequented her 
home where, under the guise of drinking parties, attacks against the Party 
and its leadership went unchallenged. 

(7) She was; married to one Red Mosher, an "anti- Party 
character" on the water front and a supporter of the Joseph Curran forces 
in the National Maritime Union. 
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(8) She made many derogatory remarks about the Party 
leadership, singliBg out paxlieularly Thompson, Foster and others. 

(9) From time to time, comrades reported receiving 
"renegade material" in the mail. When these comrades were asked to 
compose a list of possible people who knew their addresses, Bella Dodd's 
name "cropped up frequently" on these lists. 

Expidsions ordinarily occur singly but sometimes there 
are collective or wholesale expulsions' of cliqujes and groups. In 1948, 
for instance, 15 Communist Party members in the National Maritime 
Union were expelled for factionalism iji. New York City; the same year, 
in, Oakland, California, 12 long-time Party members were ousted for 
factionalist activities and acts of white chaixvinissi. 

It is impossible to estimate the number of emulsions that:!; 
have taken place in the Communist Party> USA, since 1919, but the figure 
is undoubtedly in the thousands. An average of 281 expulsions a year is - 
known ta have occurred during the five-year period, 1Q33-1937, and it is. 
estimated that perhaps 75 members were e^elled in 1952. 

(3) Types of Expulsion 

There are two types of expulsion in the Communist Party: 
(1) expulsion with permission to. reapply, after the completion of a control 
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task; and (2) outright expulsion, without ppovisiGTi for readmission, with 
or without a recommendation for public es|)osurev 

The fM?st category means iJiat the expelled member is not 
definitely branded an enemy of the Party and that he is given the opportunity 
to. rehabilitate himself. Robert Wood, the Party's former eastern rail- 
road organizer^ was expelled in 19.51 but the expulsion statement concluded 
in this manner: 

"Wood claims he is making an effort to understand 
the seriousness of his mistakes and weaknesses I If this 
should prove to. be the case, the New York State Committee 
believes it is possible for Wood to rehabilitate himself as 
a working t^Jass force atid usefuUy serve the cause of the 
working class. " 44 

Wood later sought reinstatement but his bid was declined 

because he had married a wealthy woman, gone into business, inanif ested 

a "bourgeois orientation,." and allowed himself to become "sejparated froin 

the workers. " 

The Communist Party demands complete objectivity and 
jcontriteness of expelled members who seek readmission into the Party. 
The crite ot most expulsions is often not what the member did wrong, but 
the attitude eidiibitpd by him after the "error" is uncovered. K the mem- 
ber is witting to admit his mistake, real or fictitious, shows himself 
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amenable to discipline, and still expresses faith in the leadership^, he is 
likely to be restored to good grace, K, on the other hand, he attempts to 
defend himself, he is dealt with harshly and mercilesslyo 

Browder's repeated applications for reinstatement were 
said to have been turned down because he insisted on defending himself 
and refused to admit that he had been in error during the period of his 
leadershipo 

Readmissions into the Party of previously expelled mem- 
bers are comparatively fewo In the years 1935-1937, for example, a 
total of 89 expelled members were reported to have been reactoitted to 
the Party; in recent years, especially in view of the Party's stringent 
security measures, the number is undoubtedly negligible^ 

Outright expulsion signifies that the member is considered 

to be an enemy of the Pa;rty and the working clasSo There is am unequivocal 

finality to this form of expulsion, which is illustrated in the expulsion 

statement of the Washington State board of the Communist Party relative to 

Barbara Hartle, who was one of five defendants convicted under the Smith 

Act in Seattle in October, 1953: 

"Barbara Hartle, stoolpigeon, was suspended from 
the Communist Party in the early fall of 1952. In the face 
of intensified attacks from the enemy, she exhibited evi- 
dences of political corruption and personal irresponsibility 
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which were inconsistent with working class leadership^ 
and consequently disciplinary steps were taken at that time. 

"Her present complete capitulation to the Gestapo 
agents of war and fascism is the inevitable end of the path 
which she first set foot on in rejecting her responsibility 
for struggle and dgvotion to the needs of the working class 
under all conditions; in rejecting her responsibility for 
working class discipline and unityj and f inallyy in her 
subjective rejection of the Marxist-Leninist criticism. 
Such is the path to betrayal. 

"By this act of capitulation^ Barbara Hartle has 
destroyed herself forever from life, from hope, from 
the strength and confidence in struggle and in. the future, 
which is the invincible property of the working class. 
She has joined: the ranks of the atom maniacs, the Hitlerites, 
* the persecutors and inquisitors of every honest and demo- 
cratic element in American life. 

"The 1;?prking class and its Communist vanguard, 
, however, neyer capitulate, never surrender^ never cease 
to strugglfe,. to cast off cowards and betrayers in the 
process— and grow stronger, more disciplinedy more 
unit(3d than ever. . ; . " 45 

(4) Exposure and Condemnation 
Eyery expulsion is accompanied by a detailed statement 
which is forwarded to the state review commission. The statement 
includes a detailed account of the actions of the individual leaxiing to 
expulsion and a political characterization of the individuaL If the 
expelled member is regarded as an enemy of the Party and the working 
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Glass, -the statement- specif ies-him-as su^eh^- elearly- earning -all other 
members -against- having any -further contact or deaHngs-with him. 
Aceompatnying the statement is a biography, physical description, and 
photograph of the .e:spelled member. The~physieal description and 
photograph axe frequently printed in the Daily Worker or circulated 
inside the Party ixk order to alert Party leaders and j&e membership. 

In the 1030' s^ the central control commission is known 
to have sent out to districts, sections and other units of the Party lists 
of those niembers expelled during .the preceding year. The listings 
identified the expellee by name and alias, the city in which he resided, 
his occup9,ti6n, his description and photograph where available, the year 
he joined the Party, the .date he was expelled and .the reasons therefor. 

Public announcements of expulsions adhere to a definite 
patterni and form. They are usually issued by the national, distarict or 
county committee. The events leading to and the reasons ior the 
expulsion are presented in detail. The individual is appropriately branded 
With a standard set of epithets., and abusive descriptions. The expelled - 
member is invariably portrayed as having succumbed to or been victimi25ed 
by the . "corruption, degeneracy and opportunism" of the capitalist system 
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and Wall dtreeto The statement contains a Solemn warning, calling on 
all members to exert vigilance to avoid such recurrences in the future. 
As in all Communist pronouncements, the statement concludes with a 
solemn and stirring reminder of the invincible strength and implacable 
determination of the GommunijSt Party to achieve its goal of socialism in 
the United States and throughout the whole worldo 

The Communist Party in the United States has a notoriously 
high turnover in its meinbershipo In spite of recruiting precautions, 
undesirable and unsafe individuals are inadvertently and inevitably brought 
into the Party, and so withdrawals, defections and expulsions present a 
continuing and serious problemo Once a member has been expelled, or 
dropped, or has withdrawn from the Party, pressure of one i^ort or another 
is often applied against him, the purpose being to provide k warning to the 
remainder of the membership, and in some instance^, to keep the delinquent 
ones from reyealing: secrets of thfe movement* It is hot unconimon for the 
•Party to accuse former Communists of personal depravity or financial 
corruption in order to make it appear tp the faithful that he was unworthy to 
belong to the Party and in order to damage his testimony before the non- 
Communist worldo 
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The- Gomnmnist-Party- displayed- its usual merciless and 
vitriolic condemnation -of a- former member when it- denounced Elia Kazan, 
well-known-stage and sereen- director, after he testified before the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities on April 10, 1952. Kazan stated 
that he had been a member of the Communist Party for a year and a half 
in the 1930»s, but had quit because of the regimentation and thought cdntrol 
he had experienced within'' the organization. Two days later, in a paid 
advertisement in the New York Times, he ejcplained why he had joined the 
Party and the reasons for leaving it. 

Samuel Sillen, writing in ^e ; Daily Worker t he folipwing 
week, stated in parti 

"We have seen a Ipt of belly-crawling in this tim,e 
of the toad, but nothing has quite equalled last week's 
command-performance by Hollywood J)irector Elia Eiazan. 

"Others have betrayed their country when the 
fascist whip cracked. It remained for Kazan to run 
a paid advertisement ih the press announcing his loss. 
of manhood. Not even in Hitler days did renegade 
ihtelleictuals sink so low. " 



"Kazan is not content with being a toad. He must 
also be a philosopher of toadyism. " 46 
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-E25pelled-membepsrare-plaeed by those remaining in the 
Party in-the category of moral lepers. Life is frequently made .miserable 
for them. The Party ean -betray the -former-member to the extent of the 
probable loss of job and livelihood. In addition, there may be anonymous 
denunciations to family and friends, harassment of children, petty 
annoyances, and the steady barrage of excoriations' as a traitor, a Fascist 
or a stool pigeon. Complete ostracism is something the expelled Com- 
munist must expect. 

Bella V. Dodd in her autobiography tells of the reprisals 

taken against her and of her ostracism by the Party after her expulsion: 

"I braced myself for further attacks from the 
Party, and they came soon in terms of economic threats. 
Some of my law practice came from trade-union and Party 
members, and here action was swift. The union Communists 
told me there would be np more referrals .to me. Party 
members -who were my clients came to my office, some 
with their new lawyers, to withdraw their pending cases. 

"Reprisals came, too, in the form of telephone calls, 
letters, and telegrams of hale and vituperation, many of them 
from people I did not knoWo What made me feel desolate were 
the reprisals from those I had knpwn best, those among the 
teachers whom I had considered friends. While I was busy 
with Party work I sometimes thought proudly of my hundreds 
of friends and how strong were the ties that bound us. Now 
those bonds were ropes of sand. " 
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"Even personal friends, some -of- whom I myself had 
taken into the-Pai?1y#- wesFO-lost-to me-now,, and among them 
were many of my former students and feUow- teachers. If 
rejection by an individual can cause the emotional destruction 
which; our-psychiatrists- indicate, it cannot, in some ways, 
compare with the devastation produced by a groiq> rejection. 
This, I learned, is annihilating. " 47 
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